Quote from book by JJ Parks

“The Churches of God, their origin and development in the 20th century”
John Brown (1846-1938) was born in Greenock where he built up a profitable bakery business. Originally in the Free Church of Scotland, he was a founder member of Open Brethren in Greenock in 1870. He was an able minister of the Word who, in 1886, gave nine addresses in Open Brethren halls in London. Those addresses with a few others have been recently republished as Spoken Words (ref 1). He was one of the original fived editors of Needed Truth in 1888.
At the Separation he came out widely into the Fellowship. A very widely respected brother, he was away from home a lot taking ministry meetings while his business was left in the care of relatives who let him down very badly. They squandered his finances in a disgraceful way such that Mr Brown was declared bankrupt and all his assets sequestrated. He was left with virtually nothing. Although he was not personally dishonest, he had to accept responsibility as sole owner of the business (ref 2).

Brethren told him that the state of his affairs and all the publicity they had attracted made it impossible for him to continue as a minister of the Word or as an overseer.He could not bring himself to accept such humiliation so he chose to leave the Fellowship in 1905. (This trouble came when brethren were in the midst of the Vernal matters!).
His business acquaintances suggested to him that he leave the district so he went to live in Edinburgh. There he was instrumental in starting a “tight” company of Open Brethren in the Gorgie district. He remained with that company for the rest of his life. He was received by only a few Open Brethren companies in Scotland. At one time he did express an interest in returning to the Fellowship but he was not prepared to come and sit behind. He wished to be received as a leader and teacher, so no progress was made.
He worked from Edinburgh as an agent for flour and bakers’ sundries and called on some Fellowship Brethren in the course of his business. One of these people described him as ”a disgruntled brother”. He died at the ripe old age of 92 years and was buried in the family grave at Greenock (ref 3).

A brief notice in Intelligence for June 1905 told of his defection and carried this warning,

“Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall”.

It was signed, no doubt with much sorrow, by men who had been close fellow-overseers.

References

1. Spoken Words, Gospel Tract Publications, Glasgow 1983
2. Public records of Scotland

3. Greenock Telegraph 29th December 1938

Notes
Following his wife’s death in 1905, John married, second, Ann Helen Munro at Edinburgh in 1910.

John died at Edinburgh on 24th December 1938, by coincidence the same day of the year as his father, baker Archibald Brown (1818 – 1891).

